2018-2019 Geometry Syllabus for Mr. Palsson 
Email:       mpalsson@tusd.net 
Website:   mpalsson.weebly.com

You will be involved in interactive activities, which will lead to your discovering mathematical concepts in Geometry and Probability and Statistics. The topics will include: Congruence, Proof and Constructions, Similarity and Trigonometry, Three Dimensional Geometry, Coordinate Geometry and Connections to Algebra, Circles with and without Coordinates, and Applications of Probability. 

In addition to these concepts, we will become proficient at the 8 Mathematics Practice Standards:
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them, 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively, 
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, 
4. Model with mathematics, 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically, 
6. Attend to precision, 
7. Look for and make use of structure, 
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

Additional topics may be included in preparation for state testing and as prerequisites to other math courses. Student presentations of work will be required regularly. Graphing calculators and computers may also be used for instruction. Students will work alone, in pairs, and in groups; cooperative learning is an integral part of this course. 

OFFICE HOURS and CONTACT INFORMATION 
Phone: (209) 832-6600, extension 4146 
Office hours are daily before school from 7:45 - 8:15 am and after school (except on Monday) from 3:15 - 3:45 pm. The fastest way to reach me is by e-mail: mpalsson@tusd.net

The information below will help you understand what is expected of you.

RULES
Students are expected to follow these guidelines:

1.  When you hear the sound of 3 gongs you have 2 seconds to quiet down. Then you need to be attentive and
absolutely quiet until you hear the sound of 1 gong, which means that instruction/information is over and you 
are allowed to discuss the math problems with your desk neighbors.

2.  Stay in your assigned seat during class. Only leave your seat if you have a math question for me. At the end of class
do not get up from your seat before you hear the bell.

3.  If you use your cell phone for non-math related tasks it will be confiscated.

4.  Off-task behavior that is not allowed: loud talking/laughing, eating/drinking (water is okay), cursing,
etc.  Bathroom visit will be allowed max 3 times per quarter and not during instruction,
which is always in the beginning of class.

5.  Do the assigned classwork and homework. Bring the textbook OR rip out and staple the pages for the unit
that we are working on (see mpalsson.weebly.com for unit information). Storing of textbooks in my classroom is not allowed.








MATERIALS
The curriculum requires that you engage in creative learning activities in and away from the classroom. To be prepared for this responsibility, the following list of supplies is suggested. While you may not use each of these items every day it would be prudent to carry them. 
* pencils (preferably mechanical)
* graph paper
* 1.5" binder or a separate section in a larger 3-ring binder
* Composition book with graph grid lines
* ruler
* compass
* protractor
* access to a basic scientific calculator (for use at home), such as the Ti-30x.
A Ti-84 Plus or Ti-Nspire graphing calculator will also help, and will be helpful in higher math classes (such as Algebra 2 and PreCalculus as well.

BEHAVIOR
You are expected to follow all school and class rules, complete the home work, write legibly, come to class prepared, ask relevant questions, and do your best to learn. Help is available if you are having difficulty, just ask. The table shown outlines the consequences should you choose to behave in a manner
inconsistent with the school or class rules and expectations:
1st Warning
2nd Seating change (parent contact)
3rd Alternate Placement (a different
classroom/teacher)(Parent Conference)
4th Referral to administration
Severe incident: Referral to administration

GRADING POLICIES
* Regular attendance is imperative due to the pace of instruction, frequent in-class activities, and group discussions that cannot be duplicated outside of the classroom. Poor attendance results in less learning and lower grades.
* It is the student’s responsibility to make up all assignments missed due to excused absences. Arrangements must be made with the teacher the day the student returns to school. If you are absent, LOOK AT mpalsson.weebly.com so that you can see what you missed.
* For pre-arranged absences (field trips, travel-study, and sports events), the student must ask for the work ahead of time, complete the work while absent, and turn the assignments in on the day the student returns to school.
* Work missed due to unexcused absences (including off-campus suspension), while it should be completed, will not be accepted for credit.
* Late work in Geometry will only be accepted the following day for maximum 50% credit.
* If you are sent to another classroom (in-school suspension), you are expected to complete the day’s assignment and turn it in by the beginning of the next class period.
* Cheating, the use or submission of another’s work as your own, in any form, will not be tolerated - you will receive a zero on the assignment and a parent conference will be held.
* Grades will be entered into the school computer database at weekly intervals.











Quarter grades will be determined by the percentage of points earned to points
possible. Assignments are categorized as applicable (classwork, homework, quiz,
test, etc.) 
Approximately 60% of the quarter grade will come from assessments (tests and
quizzes), 40% from other work: classwork,
homework, projects, computer work etc.

Semester grades will be calculated as the weighted percentage of the quarter
grades and the semester exam with each quarter grade counting 40% each and the
semester exam counting 20%. Letter grades are assigned to percentages according
to the scale shown. Grades will be calculated to the nearest whole percentage.
A 100 - 90
B 89 - 80
C 79 - 70
D 69 - 60
F 59 - Below

Homework: Board Policy 6154
· Homework reinforces student learning to meet state and district standards
· Homework is planned, systematic, selectively checked and graded
· Homework is clear, specific and relevant
· Homework is a combination of skill reinforcement and exploration
· Long-term homework assignments will have checkpoints for completion and while
students may work on them over holidays and weekends, ample time will be allowed to
complete them during the week and prior to holidays
· Homework will be reviewed in class and returned in a timely fashion
· Per night, 9-12 students will typically average two hours of homework. 9-12 students
may be given limited homework on holidays and weekends to meet course objectives and
acquisition of skills. Students in advanced classes may receive more homework, including
summer reading.
· Unfinished classroom work may be sent home to be completed but should not be
required in addition to homework. Unfinished classroom work can be done at recess and
after school.
· Regular reading at home on a nightly basis is encouraged but not required in addition to
the assigned homework.

Kimball High Tardy Policy
Students are expected to be in their seats, ready to work, when the bell rings.

Tardy number                	Consequence
1 to 4			Parent contact
5			Administrative meeting and parent contact
6-9			Administrative consequence and parent contact
10			Discipline Attendance Review Contract
11			In-House suspension
12+			Suspension home













Complete the form below and return it to Mr. Palsson by Friday, August 10th, 2018

Father’s (or guardian’s) information
Name:

Daytime phone number:

Email: 

Signature:

Mother’s (or guardian’s) information
Name:

Daytime phone number:

Email: 

Signature:

Does your child wear glasses? (Please circle)    YES    NO

(Optional) Additional comments or information:

Student’s information:
First name: 

Last name:

Period in Mr. Palsson’s class (please circle): 1st   2nd  3rd  4th  5th  6th 

By signing below, you are indicating that you have read and understand the information contained in the Syllabus for Mr. Palsson’s class, 2017-2018

Student’s signature:____________________________ 


